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WAR NOTICE 
Temporary Public Health Work 


Retired public health medical officers and other practitioners 
_ with public health experience, who are available for temporary 
public health work, mainly with local authorities in reception 
areas, are invited to communicate with the Secretary of the 
Central Emergency Committee. 
CENTRAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
(Central Medical War Committee), 


British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, W.C.i. 


SERVICE MEMBERS’ SUBSCRIPTION TO B.M.A, 
Reduced Rate 


Members of the Association who are serving with His 
Majesty’s Forces are reminded that under By-law 15 they are 
entitled to enjoy a reduced subscription rate of £2 2s. per 
annum. In connexion with the subscription which is due on 
January 1, 1940, the applications for which have now been 
issued, steps have been taken to reduce the claim to £2 2s. 
in the case of those members of the Association known by 
the Central Office to be serving with the Forces. While every 
effort is being made to*ensure accuracy, it is possible that in 
some cases a claim will be made for the ordinary home stan- 
dard rate. If this should prove the case members entitled to 
claim the Service rate are asked to return the form, when an 
amended application will be sent. 


A MESSAGE TO BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIA- 
TION MEMBERS 


The Secretary of the B.M.A. has sent the following message to 
all members: 


Members of the Association will realize that from the 
outbreak of war the Association assumed new and heavy 
responsibilities of a national character. It gladly accepted 
these responsibilities because they are a contribution to the 
national interest and because their acceptance enables the 
medical profession, through its own central and local war 
committees, to allocate its members to duties of a Service 
or a civil character at home or abroad, with the closest regard 
both to the needs of the country and the circumstances of the 
individual. 


The machinery for this, as for such other important work: 


as the Protection of Practices and the negotiation of proper 
terms and conditions of service for medical practitioners, is of 
necessity intricate and expensive. Despite the burdens that the 
war has brought to our profession, as to other members of the 
community, it would greatly facilitate our work for the country 
and for the profession if members would respond to this 
routine request for current subscriptions if not with alacrity at 
least with promptitude. In this way the time of our staff 
would be saved and in consequence its efficiency enhanced. 
G. C. ANDERSON, 


December, 1939. Secretary. 


Assurance for Doctors 


An Academic Question 


Only a few days before the outbreak of war a member of 
the British Medical Association asked whether it was thought 
prudent and/or patriotic to take out one’s life assurance 
with a Canadian or an American in preference to a British 
company. At the moment the point is perhaps of merely 
theoretical interest ; but a day will come, it is to be hoped, 
when it may once more be of practical importance. The 
governing factors in the matter are the rates of exchange, 
present and future, as between the pound sterling and the 
(Canadian or American) dollar. In. this simple statement 
lies the crux of the difficulty ; for not the wisest can foretell 
the future fluctuations of exchange over a period of many 
years. If, for example, a proposer had taken out a policy 
in American currency a year ago, he would have paid his 
first premium in dollars which could have been bought for 
less than the normal sterling exchange rate; he would have 
scored (a little) over that premium. Now, however, he would 
find that his next premium would cost him far more than 
the normal amount, because the war has sent the dollar to 
a premium much over the par rate; the Canadian dollar is 
similarly affected, but only to about half the same extent. 
So long as the war continues, and doubtless for some con- 
siderable time afterwards, these conditions will prevail, but 
after a few years it is possible that the pound. may once 
more be at an advantage over the dollar. Supposing that 
this should happen just when the policy matures, the assured 
will have been paying expensive premiums for many years 
only to receive a depreciated currency at maturity. Con- 
versely, the course of events might turn out exactly the 
opposite—that is, to the advantage of the assured instead of 
to his disadvantage, but this is not likely to happen with any 
policy that could be taken out now or for some years to 
come. The case of a policy taken out with a transatlantic 
company but payable in sterling throughout has not been 
considered, because obviously the contract is then no different 
from one taken out with a British office, except in so far as 
the bonus outlook for a with-profit policy is concerned ; and 
here, too, the materials for prophecy are so scant as virtually 
to reduce it to guesswork. The purchaser of an annuity a 
year or so ago, who had negotiated his business with an 
American office, would have scored, of course, very heavily, 


Circulars just sent by the Ministry of Health to voluntary and— 


municipal hospitals included in the Emergency Hospital Scheme 
deal with payment by the Government for the cost of treating 
casualties, patients transferred from other hospitals, and unaccom- 
panied children who have been evacuated. The circulars state that 
the Minister will cease to be responsible as from January 1 for the 
cost of board and lodging for medical students. Students who are 
attached for teaching purposes to institutions other than their 
normal teaching hospitals will continue to be billeted, but the 
cost of the accommodation will, by arrangement with the teaching 
hospitals, be repaid by the students. Should it be necessary at 
a later date to employ these students in the treatment of casualties 
during periods of extreme pressure, then these arrangements to 
recover the cost of accommodation will be suspended. 


1832 
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as things have turned out; but it is too late to do that now. See 
ee 


2 Jan. 6, 1940 


CORRESPONDENCE 


SUPPLEMENT To THE 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Correspondence 


The State and Medical Practice 


Sir,—In a letter commending the changes in the E.M.S. 
scheme, published in your Supplement for December 2, 1939, 
Sir Robert Hutchison, Mr. Hugh Lett, and Professor Fletcher 
Shaw say: “There is a suspicion amongst some doctors that 
the Ministry of Health may be proposing to use the E.M.S. 
as the thin end of the wedge for a post-war State Medical 
Service. We can assure such on the highest authority that 
nothing is further from the Ministry’s intention, and that all 
such fears are groundless.” 

This indeed may be so, but I should like to point out that 
every effort of the Ministry in recent years has been directed 
to driving the private practitioner out of business. This is 
clearly to be seen by the replacement of practitioners doing 
M.O.H. work by full-time men at a much higher rate of pay, 
and by the provision of all sorts of clinics which patients are 
urged to attend (regardless of income) without charge rather 
than go to their own doctors. All these clinics could well 
be serviced by experienced practitioners already resident in 
each area, and of course at cheaper rates than is possible with 
the importation of full-time medical officers. 

The latest effort of the Ministry, who have apparently 
managed to take control of the care of the sick in the Navy, 
Army, and Air Force, is to arrange for these patients, officers 
as well as men, to be treated by the voluntary hospitals 
(Supplement, November 25, 1939, p. 227, para. 8, sect. 3). 
But of course remuneration for such treatment is negligible 
unless the honorary consulting staff come under the full 
control of the Ministry—that is to say, belong to Class I 
or Class II. 

The complacent attitude of these gentlemen therefore seems 
scarcely justified by the record of the Ministry of Health, 
which gives no encouragement to the belief that they will in 
any way relax their present grip on the medical profession 
when hostilities cease.—I am, etc., 


Lincoln, Dec. 21, 1939. G. A. BaGot WALTERS. 


Naval, Military, and Air Force 
Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 


Surgeon Commanders M. B. Macleod, R. A. W. Ford, and C. H. M. Gimlette 
to be Surgeon Captains. 


Royat NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Surgeon Lieutenant-Commanders R. Roberts and J. A. Kerr to be Surgeon 
Commanders. 

Surgeon Lieutenant J. M. Ridyard to be Surgeon Lieutenant-Commander. 

Probationary Surgeon Lieutenants H. R. I. Wolfe and A. Daunt-Bateman to be 
Surgeon Licutenants, with seniorities August 8 1938, and November 9, 1938, 
respectively. 

E. I. Tate to be Surgeon Lieutenant, with seniority October 14, 1938. 

R.N. B. Cridland to be Surgeon Lieutenant. 

A. L. Lankester to be Temporary Surgeon Lieutenant. (Substituted for the 
notification in the London Gazette of November 3, 1939.) 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 


Lieutenant-Colonel E. V. Whitby, having attained the age limit for retire- 
ment, has retired and retained his present appointment. 

Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel N. P. Power, O.B.E., M.C., to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Major W. E. Adam, M.C., to be Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Captain T. M. Corcoran to be Maior. 

Captain F. J. O’Dowd has retired and received a gratuity. 

The following short service officers have been appointed to permanent com- 
missions and retain their present seniority: Captains J. N. Cornow, R. S. 
Vine, and J. E. Jameson. 

Lieutenant E. J. N. Gallagher has relinquished his commission on account 


of ill-health. 


ForRcE VOLUNTEER RESERVE: MEDICAL BRANCH 
To be Flying Officers for the duration of hostilities: A. Caplan, B. B. Botha, 
W.N. R. Henderson, D. W. Mahon, D. Sheehan, N. P. Shields, and H. G. 
Vyse. 
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
Royat MEDICAL Corps 


Majors W. McNaughtan, O.B.E., and R. I. Sullivan, M.C., have ceased to 
belong to the Reserve of Officers on account of ill-health. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: ROYAL Mepicat Corps 


Lieutenant J. E. Wilkin has ceased to belong to the Supplementary Reserve 
of Officers on account of ill-health. 


Postgraduate News 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces the following courses of 
instruction for Final F.R.C.S. candidates: (1) surgical tutorial 
classes twice weekly, 4.30 p.m., continuing until sca iia, at 
the Medical Society of London, 11, Chandos Street, . The 
lectures for this week are on the neck by Mr. C. E. Shattock on 
January 9 and on the kidneys by Mr. J. Swift Joly on January 11; 
(2) a comprehensive course at the Royal Cancer Hospital, daily 
from 9.30 a.m. until 1 p.m., continuing until January 27; (3) short 
courses in pathology. each course consisting of two demonstrations 
(in the same week) from 2 p.m. to 3.30 p.m., and each course 
limited to six postgraduates; (4) a course at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 8 p.m., con- 
tinuing until January 25; (5) an operative surgery course at the 
Royal Cancer Hospital at 2 p.m., continuing until January 27; 


(6) an orthopaedic course at Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, _ 


Brockley Hill, Stanmore, Fridays at 2 p.m., until January 27. 
A course of lectures in psychopathology and psychotherapy will 


be given at the Tavistock Clinic (Westfield College, Kidderpore - 


Avenue, N.W.) on Mondays at 3 p.m. and 4.15 p.m. from 
January 8 to March 11 inclusive. The fees are £2 2s. for the 
course of twenty lectures; 2s. 6d. for a single lecture; and 3s. 6d. 
for two lectures on any one day. Full details will be published in 
the postgraduate diary column of the Supplement week by week. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


British PostTGRaDUATE MepicaL Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical and 
Gynaecological Clinics and Operations ; 1.30 to 2 p.m., Post-mortem Demon- 
stration. Tues., 2.30 p.m., Lord Horder, Ward Clinic. Wed., 11.30 a.m., 


Clinico-Pathological Conference (Medical); 2 p.m., Dr. King, Gastric: - 


Function ; 3 p.m., Clinico-Pathological Conference (Surgical). Thurs., 2 to 
4 p.m., Radiological Conference, Dr. Duncan White. Fri., 2 p.m., Clinico- 
Pathological Conference (Gynaccological). 


FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAi ASSOCIATION, 1, Wimpole 
Street, W.—St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington, W.—Tues., Wed., and Thurs., 
8 p.m., Clinical and Tutorial Final F.R.C.S. Course. Royal Cancer 
Hospital, Fulham Road, S.W.—Daily, 9.30 am. to 1. p.m., Compre- 
hensive F.R.C.S. Course. Mon., Thurs., and Fri.. Operative Surgery 
Course. Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, Brockley Hill, Stanmore.— 
Fri., 2 p.m.. Orthopaedic Course. Medical Society of London, 11, Chandos 
Street, W.—Surgical Tutorial Classes. Tues., 4.30 p.m., Mr. C. E. Shattock, 
Neck ; Thurs., 4.30 p.m., Mr. J. Swift Joly, Kidneys. 


Tavistock CLinic, Westfield College, Kidderpore Avenue, N.W.—Mon., 3 p.m. 
and 4.1§ p.m., Dr. E. B. Strauss, Mental Mechanisms. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat Society OF MEDICINE 


Section of Psychiatry.—Tues., 2.15 p.m. Papers by Dr. F. Golla, Dr. W. Grey 
Walter. and Dr. G. W. T. H. Fleming: Electrically Induced Convulsions; 
Dr. W. H. Shepley and Dr. J. S. McGregor, Clinical Applications of 
Electrically Induced Convulsions. 

Section of History of Medicine.—Wed., 2.30 p.m. Paper by Dr. H. P. Bayon: 
Trotula and the Ladies of Salerno. 


PADDINGTON MEDICAL SocireTy.—At St. Mary’s Hospital, W., Tues., 2.30 p.m. 
‘Discussion: What is the Scope and Utility of First Aid and First-aid Posts 
on the Home Front? To be opened by Dr. Sinclair Loutit and Dr. 
G. B. Shirlaw. 

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.—Meeting to be held in 
Department of Pathology, Cambridge, Thurs. (Not at Guy’s Hospital.) 

SouTH-WeEst LONDON MEDICAL Sociery.—At Bolingbroke Hospital, Wands- 
worth Common, S.W., Wed., 3 p.m. Mr. Alexander Fleming: Some Aspects 
of Vaccine Therapy. 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING FacTory SURGEON.—The appointment at Salford (Lancashire) is 
vacant. Applications to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Home Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1, by January 16. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Margaret, F.R.C.S.1., D.T.M. and H.. Resident Medical Officer, 
Maternity Hospital for the Wives of Officers in the Royal Navy, Army, and 
Royal Air Force, Fulmer Chase, Fulmer, near Slough. 


Lamont, J. C., M.D., Examining Factory Surgeon for the Leeds West and 
Farsley District (Yorkshire). 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: HAMPSTEAD Division.—At Central 
Library, Finchley Road, N.W.. Thursday, January 11, 8.30 p.m. Miss 
Constance Wood: ‘* Radium in the Treatment of Malignant Disease.” 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 9s. This amount 
should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated by the name and address 
of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than 
the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


DEATHS 


Dickey.—On December 20, 1939, Hubert William Edward Dickey, of 
Wavecrest, West End Parade, Pwilheli, North Wales, aged 37 years. 

Martin.—On December 30, 1939, at Kennards, Albert Road, Cheltenham, 
John Middleton Martin, M.D., late County Medical Officer of Health, 
Gloucestershire. Cremation private. No flowers. No mourning. 
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